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In  the  death  of  Capt.  Anthony  White,  on  the 
13th  of  last  May,  at  his  home  in  Sumter,  S.  C, 
Davidson  College  lost  one  of  her  oldest  Alumni, 
one  of  her  most  faithful  Trustees,  and  a  friend 
whose  love  and  loyalty  to  his  Alma  Mater  were 
an  inspiration  and  a  stimulus  to  all  her  sons. 
No  Davidson  commencement  can  be  quite  the 
same  without  his  patriarchal  head,  his  smiling 
face,  his  loving  heart,  and  his  sunny  humor, 
whose  warmth  defied  the  frost  of  age.  Our 
dear  friend,  after  a  long  life  of  loving  service,  is 
at  home  in  his  Father's  house. 
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Davidson  College 

BULLETIN 

SEPTEMBER,  1902 
A  THOUGHTFUL  GIFT. 

Not  often  does  such  a  ray  of  sunshine  come  through  the 
'mail  as  a  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Y.  Allison,  D.  D.,  of  Lake  Charles, 
La.,  last  March,  enclosing  a  check  for  two  hundred  dollars  for 
"  the  dear  old  College,"  and  leaving  its  disposition  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  President.  It  was  decided  to  spend  most  of  it  in 
furnishing  our  beautiful  new  Eeading-Eoom  in  Shearer  Hall. 
Handsome  leather-covered  rockers,  tables,  book-case,  etc., 
have  been  added,  and  the  walls  are  to  be  made  attractive  by 
pictures  and  mottoes.  In  adding  to  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of 
scores  of  students  every  day  for  years  to  come,  Dr.  Allison's  gift 
will  return  richer  dividends  than  cotton  factories  or  railroad 
stock.  May  scores  of  other  Alumni  imitate  his  loyalty  and  lib- 
erality. 

fHE  COLLEGE  AND  THE  CHURCH. 

In  the  work  of  uplifting  mankind,  religion  and  education  go 
hand  in  hand.  Of  the  481  colleges  and  universities  for  men  in 
the  United  States,  373  —  more  than  three-fourths  —  are  con- 
trolled by  the  great  religious  denominations.  Of  the  163  col- 
leges for  women,  109 — over  two-thirds — are  denominational. 
The  typical  American  college,  therefore,  is  still  the  church 
college,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  our  fathers.  The  America  of 
to-day,  with  its  history,  traditions,  ideas  and  ideals,  is  the 
product  of  the  Christian  college  and  the  Christian  church. 
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That  the  college  is  the  right  arm  of  the  church  was  a  truth 
clearly  seen,  deeply  felt,  and  zealously  acted  on,  by  the  far- 
sighted  builders  of  our  Protestant  commonwealth.  The  Meth- 
odist church,  which,  in  the  early  stages  of  its  growth,  under- 
valued the  college,  was  forced  by  the  inexorable  logic  of 
experience  to  recognize  her  fatal  error,  and  now  leads  all  other 
denominations  in  the  number  of  her  colleges,  having  77  in  the 
United  States  alone. 

Strong,  liberally  endowed,  aggressive  colleges  make  a  strong, 
intelligent,  aggressive  denomination.  Weak,  poorly-endowed, 
poorly-patronized  colleges  are  both  the  sign  and  the  efficient 
cause  of  rapid  decadence  in  the  denomination  of  which  they 
are  the  exponent. 

The  Christian  college  is  the  manufactory  which  takes  the 
finest  raw  material  the  church  can  furnish,  multiplies  its 
value  a  hundredfold,  and  returns  it  to  the  church  in  a  life- 
giving  stream  of  intelligent  faith,  trained  power,  and  conse- 
crated leadership. 

The  relation  between  the  two  is  so  close,  so  vital,  so  essen- 
tially reciprocal,  that  in  the  history  of  the  past  they  have  risen 
or  fallen  together ;  and  as  it  has  been  in  the  past  so  will  it  be 
in  the  future.  The  church  that  saps  the  life-blood  of  her  col- 
leges by  refusing  them  a  liberal  and  zealous  support,  is  lowering 
her  own  vitality  and  impoverishing  her  own  life-blood. 

<£ 

THE  HONOR  ROLL  FOR  THE  PAST  YEAR 

The  year  just  closing  has  been  marked  by  two  things  which 
some  might  consider  incompatible:  First,  the  longest  list  of 
victories  in  baseball  and  football  since  the  college  entered  the 
field  of  intercollegiate  athletics ;  and  second,  the  longest  list  of 
honor  men  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  professor,  except- 
ing the  session  of  '98-'99.  The  honor  roll  for  the  year  is  given 
below,  with  the  school  preparing  each  student  for  college. 

SENIOK  CLASS. 
D.  W.  Eichardson,  Nelson,  S.   C,   President  High   School 
of  Columbia,  S.  C. 
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JUNIOE  CLASS. 

W.  W.  Arrowood,  Bethel,  S.  C.,  Laurinburg  (N.  C.)  High 
School;  H.  H.  Caldwell,  Harrisburg,  N.  C,  Charlotte  Military- 
Institute;  W.  M.  Dunn,  Jacksonham,  S.  C,  Eock  Hill  Presby- 
terian High  School;  P.  P.  Brown,  Newton,  N.  C,  Catawba 
College. 

SOPHOMOEE  CLASS. 

E.  D.  Kerr,  Eankin,  N.  C,  Sharon  Academy ;  C.  A.  Cornel- 
son,  Orangeburg,  S.  C,  Orangeburg  Graded  Schools ;  L.  W. 
White,  Jr.,  Abbeville,  S.  C,  Abbeville  Graded  Schools ;  J.  W. 
Currie,  Davidson,  N.  C,  Fredericksburg  (Va.)  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute; E.  H.  Adams,  Laurens,  S.  C,  Eatonton  (Ga.)  Graded 
Schools ;  W.  E.  Bailey,  Woodleaf,  N.  C,  Woodleaf  Academy. 

FEESHMAN  CLASS. 

A.  S.  Dennison,  New  Bern,  1ST.  C,  Horner's  School;  S.  C. 
Williams,  Mooresville,  N.  C,  Mooresville  Academy ;  Keale  S. 
Stirewalt,  Davidson,  1ST.  C,  Statesville  Male  Academy;  W.  T. 
Gibson,  Barium  Springs,  IS".  C,  Davidson  Academy;  J.  A. 
McQueen,  Morven,  1ST.  C,  Morven  Academy;  G.  L.  Paddison, 
Wilmington,  1ST.  C,  Howell  Military  Academy. 

The  society  medalists  were  as  follows : 

Declaimed  •   I  Phi-'  J'  W"  McNei11'  Vass'  K  C' 
reclaimers .   j  ^  A  g>  Dennis0I1}  New  Berilj  N>  c 

-n,        -  ,       f  Phi.,  Eobt.  T.  Coit,  Salisbury,  N.  C. 
essayists .  j  ^  D  w  Eichardsoilj  Nelson,  S.  C. 

Debate-    /  Phi''  S-  E'  Hodges,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 
ueoaters .    j  ^  j  w  McConnell,  McConnellsville,  S.  C. 

Orators'  Medal,  W.  M.  Dunn,  Jacksonham,  S.  C. 

Three  students  attended  every  college  exercise  during  the 
whole  year : 

W.  E.  Clegg,  Carthage,  N.  C;  C.  L.  Black,  Davidson,  N.  C; 
Chas.  D.  Forney,  Morganton,  N.  C. 

A  BRILLIANT  BASEBALL  RECORD. 

For  several  years  Davidson  has  easily  been  the  foremost 
college  of  her  size  in  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia  on  the  gridiron. 
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Last  spring  she  put  her  first  team  on  the  intercollegiate 
diamond,  and  at  a  bound  took  an  even  higher  place  in  the 
realm  of  baseball.  It  seems  almost  incredible  that  a  new  team, 
selected  from  less  than  two  hundred  students,  playing  their 
first  games  off  their  own  campus,  should  have  achieved  eight 
victories,  defeating  in  succession  every  Southern  college  or 
University  team  brought  against  them;  yet  such  was  the 
record  of  last  spring.  It  is  probably  unique  in  the  history  of 
intercollegiate  baseball,  and  shows  that  men  who  lead  moral 
lives  and  study  hard  can  play  hard  and  brilliantly  also. 

Perhaps  the  two  most  notable  victories  of  the  season  were 
when  our  maiden  team  defeated  on  their  own  fields  the 
hardened  veterans  of  Trinity  College  and  South  Carolina. 
Baseball  has  been  Trinity's  specialty,  and  her  team  is  always 
one  of  the  strongest  in  the  South,  while  our  old  rivals  of  South 
Carolina,  sore  from  successive  defeats  in  foootball,  had  counted 
on  using  their  magnificent  baseball  aggregation  to  wipe  out  all 
old  scores  (and  sores),  but  alas !  had  counted  in  vain.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  arrange  a  game  with  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  whose  defeat  would  have  made  us  champions  of  the 
Carolinas ;  but  in  vain. 

Many  things  contributed  to  this  truly  remarkable  record. 
First  and  foremost  was  the  skill,  energy,  and  fidelity  of  the 
Davidson  coach,  Mr.  J.  A.  Brewin,  who  is  equally  successful  as 
a  football  trainer.  His  rule  is  kind,  but  firm,  and  absolutely 
devoid  of  favoritism.  Captain  Bailey,  by  his  wise  leadership, 
and  Business  Manager  Spratt,  who  was  evidently  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place,  had  much  to  do  with  the  result.  Vail  and 
Yount  were  "box  artists"  of  the  highest  type,  and  Lynch 
behind  the  bat  was  as  successful  as  he  was  deliriously  happy. 
Each  member  did  his  part,  and  the  college  loyalty  and  college 
spirit,  which  enveloped  and  stimulated  the  team,  were  beautiful 
to  see. 

Every  candidate  for  every  Davidson  team  is  placed  on  pledge 
to  abstain  entirely  from  the  use  of  tobacco  and  intoxciants  in 
every  form  through  the  season,  and  no  member  of  the  teams  has 
ever  broken  these  rules. 
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The  statement  of  a  gentleman  who  spent  the  winter  at  the 
Charlotte  Central  Hotel,  where  all  athletic  teams  stay  while  in 
the  city,  and  where  ours  must  stop  at  least  for  a  meal  on  almost 
all  trips,  is  better  than  any  list  of  athletic  victories:  "I've 
been  here  all  winter,  and  have  seen  the  hotel  bar  crowded  with 
hundreds  of  baseball  and  football  players,  but  I've  never  yet 
seen  a  Davidson  student  step  through  the  door." 

OUR  MACADAM  ROADS. 

Two  years  ago  the  village  of  Davidson  issued  bonds  for 
$6,000,  with  which  it  graded  and  macadamized  its  streets. 
Mecklenburg  county,  to  show  her  appreciation  of  the  liberality 
and  pluck  of  our  little  town,  is  now  at  work  building  twelve  or 
fifteen  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  her  famous  highways  as  an 
addition  to  ours.  When  the  work  is  done,  the  track  team, 
bicyclist,  and  pedestrian,  can  travel  two  miles  east,  two  miles 
west,  and  two  miles  south  of  Davidson  all  the  winter  on  the 
finest  macadam  roads  in  the  South,  the  "  Mecklenburg  good 
roads,"  without  mud,  dust,  or  hills.  With  its  refined  and  cul- 
tured homes,  ample  shade,  and  twenty  acres  of  velvet  campus, 
college  library  and  water  works,  and  macadam  drives  in  three 
directions,  Davidson  is  rapidly  becoming  the  ideal  place  of 
residence,  with  country  air,  shade,  and  quiet  combined  with  the 
advantages  of  city  life. 

THE  EXPENSES  OF  LIFE  AT  DAVIDSON. 

To  some  people  a  so-called  "  college  education  "  is  the  same 
thing,  wherever  procured ;  and  hence  the  sole  question  for  the 
prudent  father  to  solve  is,  "  What  institution  offers  me  a  year  of 
'  college  education '  for  the  least  money  ? "  Yet  the  same 
parent  would  indignantly  repudiate  this  principle  if  he  were 
advised  to  use  it  in  purchasing  food  for  his  children,  or  m 
selecting  a  physician,  pastor,  lawyer,  cook,  or  stable-boy.  There 
are  many  so-called  "  colleges  "  giving  diplomas,  and  claiming  to 
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give  a  first-class  college  training,  whose  total  revenues  would 
not  meet  the  expenses  of  a  city  high  school,  whose  professors 
receive  less  than  a  thousand  dollars  apiece,  and  whose  com- 
plete plant  and  equipment  could  be  duplicated  for  twenty  or 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  Of  course  one  can  get  his  "college 
education  "  very  cheap  at  such  an  institution.  Judged  by  this 
standard,  the  college  fees  of  Davidson — tuition,  $60;  room-rent, 
$25 ;  incidentals,  $15 ;  amounting  in  all  to  $100 — seem  very 
high.  A  wise  parent,  seeking  to  know  what  returns  the  College 
makes  for  these  fees,  will  remember  that  the  professors  at 
Davidson  are  high-priced  men,  their  salaries,  including  house- 
rent,  averaging  over  $1800  apiece;  that  the  "plant"  at  David- 
son, used  in  the  work  of  instruction,  cost  nearly  $200,000 ;  that 
the  interest  on  an  endowment  of  $125,000  is  added  to  all  the 
fees  paid  in,  and  the  total  sum  expended  in  the  instruction  of 
his  son.  In  other  words,  the  College  spends  on  the  teaching  of 
each  student  over  $150,  and  each  parent  gets  the  year's  educa- 
tion for  his  son  at  far  less  than  its  actual  cost.  Modern  college 
education,  worthy  of  the  name,  with  its  trained  specialists, 
libraries,  laboratories,  etc.,  cannot  be  furnished  except  at  great 
cost,  and  this  cost  must  be  met  either  by  high  fees  or  very  large 
endowments. 

Outside  of  these  very  reasonable  fees,  the  expenses  of  a  col- 
lege course  at  Davidson  are  remarkably  low.  Table  board  can 
be  obtained  at  $5.00,  $6.50,  $10.00  or  $12.00  per  month.  Forty 
men  last  year  paid  only  $36  for  the  whole  year's  table-board; 
forty  more  paid  only  $58.50,  and  no  student  in  College  paid 
over  $10.00  per  month.  The  College  has  a  competent  physical 
director,  a  gymnasium,  and  hot  and  cold-water  baths  open  at 
all  hours ;  yet  no  fee  whatever  is  charged  the  students  for  their 
use.  The  students  of  most  colleges  taking  a  high  stand  in 
athletics  pay  their  football  and  baseball  coaches  from  $600  to 
$1,200  a  year ;  at  Davidson  the  College  furnishes  a  football  and 
baseball  coach  at  no  cost  to  the  students. 

The  little  village  of  Davidson  offers  no  temptation  to  extrava- 
gance, and  a  student  does  not  need  much  spending-money  to 
enjoy  the  social  life  of  the  campus  and  town.  In  the  College 
Annual  just  issued   the  same   student  was  voted   to  be  the 
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"  most  popular  "  and  the  "  most  influential " ;  yet  this  student 
is  a  penniless  candidate  for  the  ministry,  working  his  way 
through  college  by  taking  care  of  the  Keading-Koom,  acting  as 
agent  for  a  clothing  house,  and  borrowing  the  remainder.  This 
throws  a  flood  of  light  on  the  attitude  and  ideals  of  the  David- 
son campus.  Outside  of  the  College  fees,  probably  one-fourth 
of  the  students  at  Davidson  spend  less  than  $75  a  year  for  all 
college  expenses,  and  three-fourths  of  them  less  than  $150, 
excluding,  of  course,  clothing  and  traveling  expenses.  Out  of 
171  students  answering  the  question  on  their  matriculation 
cards  last  fall,  eighty-five  stated  that  they  were  working 
their  own  way  through,  either  wholly  or  in  part.  For  the 
young  man  rich  in  brains  and  character,  but  struggling  with 
poverty,  who  wishes  his  social  rank  and  influence  to  be  deter- 
mined by  his  worth  and  not  by  his  spending-money,  and  who 
must  weigh  well  the  expenditure  of  every  dollar,  Davidson 
offers  congenial  companionship,  full  appreciation,  and  a  genuine 
college  education  at  less  cost  than  most  boys'  boarding  schools 
of  high  grade. 

THE  NEW  DORMITORY  BUILDING, 

Year  before  last  the  Wm.  J.  Martin  Chemical  Laboratory 
was  completed  and  occupied ;  last  February  the  Shearer  Biblical 
Hall  was  formerly  delivered  to  the  Board  of  Trustees ;  the 
coming  session  will  see  the  erection  of  a  handsome  dormitory 
building,  and  the  removal  of  "  Steward's  Hall,"  a  relic  of  1837. 
The  new  building  will  be  three  stories  high,  in  addition  to  the 
basement.  The  first  floor  will  have  a  private  suite  of  rooms 
for  a  family,  a  large  dining-room  capable  of  seating  80  students, 
with  kitchen,  store-rooms,  etc.  The  second  and  third  floors 
will  contain  twenty  dormitories,  accommodating  forty  students. 
The  rooms  are  large,  well-ventilated,  and  exceptionally  well- 
lighted,  each  containing  two  large  windows.  There  are  five 
commodious  bath-rooms,  with  hot  and  cold  water,  and  the 
entire  building  is  to  be  heated  with  steam.  The  rooms  are  to 
be  furnished,   and    every  effort    made,  both  in    architecture, 
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arrangement,  and  furniture,  to  make  the  new  building  more  of 
a  home  and  less  of  a  "  Dormitory."  It  will  be  completed  in 
time  for  the  opening  of  the  next  fall  term  in  Sept.,  '03. 

CHEMISTRY  AT  DAVIDSON. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  ever  since  its  foundation  David- 
son has  been  the  leading  denominational  college  of  the  South, 
in  the  thoroughness  and  extent  of  its  classical  courses,  but 
few  are  aware  of  the  rapid  development,  within  the  last  few 
years,  of  its  scientific  departments.  In  connection  with  the 
picture  of  the  new  Martin  Chemical  Laboratory,  it  may  be  well 
to  describe  the  building,  and  the  work  carried  on  within  its 
walls. 

The  Laboratory  is  a  memorial  to  Col.  Wm,  J.  Martin,  who 
for  27  years  taught  chemistry  in  the  Davidson  class-rooms, 
and  high-souled,  chivalric,  consecrated  manhood  on  its  campus. 
It  is  65  feet  square,  and  practically  three  stories  high.  The 
basement  floor  contains  the  heating  and  ventilating  plant,  by 
which,  the  makers  claim,  the  air  in  the  entire  building  can  be 
changed  in  fifteen  minutes,  the  gas-machine  which  supplies  the 
whole  building,  a  room  for  the  distillation  of  water,  another  for 
storing  acids,  &c.  On  the  next  floor  are  the  large  storage-room, 
stocked  with  chemical  apparatus  and  supplies,  the  class-room, 
with  sloping  floor,  seating  120  students,  the  quantitative 
laboratory,  the  balance-room,  where  the  balances  rest  on  a 
brick  pier  entirely  disconnected  from  the  floor  or  walls,  the 
chemical  library,  and  the  professor's  private  office  and 
laboratory. 

The  upper  floor  contains  the  first-year  laboratory,  60  feet 
long,  with  windows  on  three  sides,  accommodating  72  students ; 
the  laboratory  for  medical  chemistry,  the  qualitative  labora- 
tory, an  assistant's  office,  and  a  storage-room.  Every  desk  in 
the  building  is  supplied  with  gas  and  water,  and  all  waste- 
pipes  are  of  lead.  A  score  of  ventilating  shafts  pierce  the  walls, 
and  all  laboratories  have  numerous  fume-hoods. 
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Space  forbids  a  detailed  description  of  the  various  courses 
actually  pursued.  They  comprise  five  years  of  laboratory  work : 
1st,  General  chemistry,  one  year ;  2nd,  Qualitative  analysis  and 
the  making  of  inorganic  preparations,  one  year ;  3d,  Quantitative 
analysis,  one  year;  4th,  Organic  chemistry,  half-year,  and 
either  A.  Theoretical  chemistry,  or  B.  Physiological  chemistry, 
the  other  half ;  5  th,  Graduate  work  along  special  lines,  one  year 
or  longer. 

The  laboratory  is  open  each  day  from  8:30  A.  M.  till  5:30 
P.  M.,  and  Dr.  Martin  and  his  three  assistants  are  kept  busy 
directing  its  varied  activities. 

THE  BIBLICAL  INSTITUTE. 

The  Biblical  Institute  of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina,  held  at 
Davidson  for  eight  days  during  the  latter  part  of  June,  was  one  of 
the  few  events  of  the  kind  whose  reality  surpassed  all  expecta- 
tion. There  were  over  five  hundred  visitors,  and  such  visitors 
as  they  were !  cultured,  congenial,  happy-hearted,  delighted 
with  everything  and  everybody,  and  exhaling  wherever  they 
went  the  fragrance  and  sunshine  of  loving  Christian  fellow- 
ship. The  homes  that  entertained  them  forgot  that  they  were 
"  company,"  couldn't  somehow  worry  much  over  raw  cooks  and 
lack  of  markets  and  crowded  tables,  and  declared,  when  they 
left,  that  Davidson  housekeepers  had  never  spent  a  more  delight- 
ful week. 

We  have  not  space  for  even  a  list  of  the  many  talented 
speakers.  Every  branch  of  Christian  effort  found  a  place  on 
the  program,  and  at  least  a  dozen  visitors  told  the  writer  that 
never  in  their  experience  had  they  heard  a  series  of  addresses 
pitched  on  so  high  a  plane.  They  were  carefully  prepared, 
timely,  able,  thoroughly  sincere  and  earnest,  and  very  often 
thrillingly  eloquent. 

To  Rev.  W.  S.  Black,  our  Synodical  Evangelist,  father  and 
chief  engineer  of  the  Institute,  whose  contagious  enthusiasm 
and  indefatiguable  energy  waked  up  the  Synod,  secured  the 
speakers  and  carried  the  great  scheme  through  from  a  brilliant 
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dream  to  a  more  brilliant  reality,  every  North  Carolina  Presby- 
terian owes  a  vote  of  thanks.  To  the  self-denying  labor  and 
skill  of  our  pastor,  Dr.  A.  T.  Graham,  and  the  entertainment 
committee  of  the  Davidson  Church,  almost  equal  thanks  are 
due.  All  the  visitors  voted  that  Davidson  College,  with  its 
acres  of  lawn,  shaded  by  magnificent  trees,  its  numerous  halls 
for  public  gatherings,  with  cultured  homes,  pure  water,  shaded 
streets,  and  restful  quiet,  furnished  an  ideal  gathering-place  for 
the  flower  of  North  Carolina  Presbyterianism. 

<£ 

SOCIAL  LIFE  ON  THE  DAVIDSON  CAMPUS. 

Though  numerous  changes  have  been  made  at  Davidson  in 
recent  years,  nothing  would  impress  a  returning  student  of 
ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  more  than  the  varied  and  attractive 
social  side  of  college  life,  as  seen  to-day  on  the  campus,  in  the 
village,  and  extending  itself  into  neighboring  towns  and  cities. 
The  steady  growth  of  class  spirit,  with  its  annual  reunions 
and  class  banquets,  the  influence  of  the  fraternities,  with  their 
beautiful  parlors  and  strong  social  development,  and  the 
growth  of  the  various  athletic  and  musical  organizations,  have 
had  much  to  do  with  the  social  enrichment  of  the  student's 
life  at  Davidson. 

Of  even  greater  influence,  perhaps,  is  the  series  of  social 
anniversaries,  such  as  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  reception  to  the  new 
students ;  Maxwell  Chambers  Day  (Senior  Orations) ;  Junior 
Orations  on  Feb.  22d,  and  Athletic  Day  in  the  early  spring. 
Each  of  these  occasions  crowds  the  town  with  visiting  young 
ladies,  and  is  marked  by  various  social  functions,  making  them, 
as  it  were,  minor  "commencements,"  but  much  pleasanter 
socially  than  the  major  one. 

The  charming  comradeship  between  the  Presbyterian  College  of 
Charlotte  and  the  Davidson  students,  culminating  last  Feb- 
ruary in  a  magnificent  reception  at  the  College,  which  all 
Davidson  attended  by  special  train,  added  much  to  the  social 
life  of  the  past  year. 
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As  the  village  has  grown  and  expanded,  the  cordial  relations 
between  it  and  the  College  have  become  more  and  more  manifest. 
A  score  of  Christian  homes  are  open  at  all  times  to  the  students, 
who  freely  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege. 

No  description  of  this  phase  of  college  life  would  be  com- 
plete without  special  mention  of  the  peculiarly  close  and 
intimate  relation  that  holds  between  students  and  faculty. 
In  the  homes  of  their  professors  these  young  men  are  ever 
welcome,  and  they  know  this  and  act  accordingly.  Kepeated 
entertainments  in  different  homes,  and  invitations  to  dinners, 
teas  and  receptions,  some  informal,  others  in  set  and  elaborate 
style,  bear  witness  to  the  abounding  and  open-hearted  hospi- 
tality with  which  the  students  are  treated  during  their  college 
days.  They  see  in  their  instructors  not  only  capable  teachers, 
but  warm-hearted  and  sympathetic  friends. 

This  is  especially  true  of  their  attitude  toward  the  beloved 
pastor  of  the  Davidson  church,  who,  by  daily  contact  and 
affectionate  intercourse  with  them,  in  their  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work, 
on  the  campus,  and  in  the  athletic  field,  wins,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  their  college  days,  their  highest  regard  and  abiding 
affection. 

Such  social  relations  as  these  not  only  lend  a  charm  to  one's 
college  days  and  lighten  the  monotony  of  daily  labor,  but  as  a 
refining  and  uplifting  influence  are  an  immeasurable  force  in  the 
lives  of  the  young  men  who  come  within  the  sphere  of  their 
influence. 
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OUR  COLLEGE  COURSES  IN  THE 
ENGLISH  BIBLE. 

The  Bible  gives  all  that  is  known  of  human  history  for  two 
thousand  years,  and  of  human  institutions,  social,  civil,  and 
religious.  For  the  next  fifteen  hundred  years  the  Bible  fur- 
nishes the  history  of  the  Jewish  people,  their  literature,  their 
civil,  social  and  religious  life,  all  God-given ;  their  contact  with 
all  the  Oriental  peoples  and  their  civilizations,  each  modifying 
the  other,  until  in  the  fullness  of  time  Christ  came.  God  in 
history  here  gives  the  clue  to  all  history.  All  ancient  history, 
tradition,  science,  customs,  laws,  institutions,  as  constantly 
revealed  by  Archaic  research,  are  but  ancillary  and  confirma- 
tory to  the  Scriptures,  with  ever-increasing  delight  to  the  pupil. 
For  general  culture,  therefore,  we  at  Davidson  consider  nothing 
superior  to  the  study  of  the  Bible.  Here  we  find  the  very 
highest  literary  excellence,  the  true  philosophy  of  history,  the 
standards  and  types  of  a  true  manhood,  the  origin  and  con- 
stituents of  home,  of  society,  and  of  all  religions,  and  the  laws 
of  virtue,  morality  and  spiritual  life,  and  all  with  the  Divine 
seal  upon  it. 

We  need  no  apology,  therefore,  for  putting  the  Bible  on  the 
pedestal  at  Davidson. 

METHODS. 

1.  We  put  Bible  study  in  the  rank  of  the  severe  studies,  both 
for  time  and  work,  running  it  through  three  years.  It  calls 
for  the  same  class-room  drill,  the  same  sort  of  examinations, 
and  the  same  standard  of  excellence,  and  is  required  of  all 
students. 

2.  The  English  Bible  is  the  text-book,  and  not  books  about 
the  Bible.  The  main  helps  are  a  Bible  Dictionary  and  a 
Biblical  Geography  and  Atlas.  In  this  way  the  pupil  becomes 
as  familiar  with  his  Bible  as  with  any  text-book  of  secular 
learning. 

3.  The  Bible  course  is  not  a  course  in  technical  and  system- 
atic theology  on  the  one  hand,  nor  is  it  a  mere  pastoral  and 
homiletic  course  on  the  other.      It  seeks  to  embrace  such   a 
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knowledge  of  the  Bible  as  every  educated  man  ought  to  have, 
whatever  calling  he  may  pursue. 

4.  We  seek  to  master  the  contents  of  the  Scriptures  by  care- 
ful study  and  class-room  drill.  We  pursue  the  historical 
thread  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  taking  the  histori- 
cal books  in  their  order,  with  constant  and  ample  reference  to 
the  non-historical  books,  for  mutual  elucidation,  on  the  com- 
parative method. 

5.  A  syllabus  or  table  of  contents  of  every  lesson  is  used  by 
the  student  as  an  indicator  in  the  preparation,  and  the  teacher, 
in  connection  with  the  class-room  drill,  makes  such  explana- 
tions as  may  seem  suited  to  the  grade  of  the  class  and  the  stage 
of  the  course.  The  full  discussion  of  many  questions  is  post- 
poned to  the  third  year  for  obvious  reasons.  The  teacher  aims 
to  avoid  mere  preaching,  or  exhortation,  or  spiritualizing,  such 
as  is  common  in  ordinary  Bible  classes  and  Sunday-school  work, 
but  he  thereby  has  the  better  opportunity  sometimes  to  drive  a 
nail  and  clinch  it  hard  and  fast  in  the  way  of  personal  applica- 
tion, either  to  strengthen  the  wavering,  comfort  the  mourners, 
warn  the  unruly,  or  convince  the  gainsayer. 

6.  Each  student  is  required  to  have  tablet  and  pencil  in  class, 
and  to  take  notes  of  explanations,  and  to  copy  the  same  after- 
wards, to  be  inspected  by  the  professor.  This  secures  constant 
attention  in  class,  a  review  and  redigestion  of  the  lesson  after 
recitation,  and  a  permanent  record  of  the  professor's  oral  instruc- 
tions ;  and  besides,  it  cultivates  a  most  valuable  habit  of  attend- 
ing, thinking,  and  writing  at  the  same  time. 

7.  The  professor's  ideal  is  to  make  the  Bible  course  unify  all 
sound  learning.  The  Bible  is  the  universal  book,  touching 
human  thought  and  action  at  every  point.  It  traverses  every 
domain  of  knowledge.  The  professor  would  make  God's  word 
unify  all  history,  illustrate  every  science,  answer  all  heresies, 
confirm  all  that  is  good,  and,  above  all,  furnish  a  solid  basis  for 
faith  from  creation  to  final  redemption,  from  Eden  to  the  New 
Jerusalem.  J.  B.  S. 
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A  RECORD-BREAKING  OPENING. 

This  copy  of  the  Bulletin  goes  to  press  just  as  the  new  term  is 
opening  at  Davidson.  The  attendance  has  passed  all  previous 
records,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  the  enrolment 
of  new  students  in  regular  degree  courses,  excluding  eclectics, 
has  reached  64,  with  others  coming  in  on  every  train.  In  all 
the  College  dormitories  there  are  only  two  or  three  unoccupied 
rooms,  and  in  the  village  a  nine-room  residence  has  been  rented 
and  filled,  and  16  students  from  a  distance  placed  in  private 
houses.  The  incoming  Freshman  Class  will  probably  number 
70  men,  and  the  new  students  about  90.  Our  new  dormitory 
is  filled  a  year  before  it  is  built. 

The  age  and  maturity  of  the  new  students  have  been  univer- 
sally commented  on,  and  the  thoroughness  of  their  preparation 
is  unusual.  Brown's  University  School  in  Charlotte  leads  in 
the  number  of  its  fully  prepared  representatives,  followed  by 
the  Davidson  Academy,  Pantops,  at  Charlottesville,  Va.,  and 
the  Fishburne  School,  at  Waynesboro,  Va.  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Ala- 
bama are  already  represented  among  the  new-comers,  and  sev- 
eral other  States  will  be  added  in  a  few  days. 
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